The Value of "Harmonizing" Data -This study will establish a combined dataset "harmonizing" existing administrative databases to evaluate the effectiveness of the Massachusetts Department of Mental Health's Forensic Transition Team (FTT). The FTT is a case coordinator-based reentry program that serves persons with SMI transitioning from prisons. As needed, the FTT coordinators advocate for clients by attending discharge-planning meetings, providing linkages to providers, and tracking clients' progress for three months post-release.
Study Design and Methodology -The study design is longitudinal, retrospective and uses existing secondary data with comparative analysis based on a case-control/quasi-experimental design framework. Data will be obtained from state, criminal justice, mental health, and substance abuse agencies. All FTT transition cases released from Massachusetts state prisons and two of the state's largest county House of Correction from July 2007 through July 2009 will be studied. The FTT cases will be matched with individuals with mental disorders receiving correctionalbased mental health services at the time of release who were ineligible for the FTT program. Both groups will be followed using retrospective data for two years post-release through March 2011. 
A Publication of the Center for Mental Health Services Research A Massachusetts Department of Mental Health Research Center of Excellence

Research in the Works
